The Beanepot Vol T-90

Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Even though it is the off-season for baseball there is still lots to talk about regarding the Red Sox. Let’s begin with the on again off again rumors about pitcher Roy Halliday.  There was noise right after the World Series that the Red Sox were aggressively pursuing him.  The latest?  Seems that things have cooled down because the Jays are in no hurry to move him right now, and what they want is equal to a king’s ransom.  Having Roy the boy would be great but think for a minute why Boston was bounced early from the playoffs.  It wasn’t for lack of pitching in fact both Jon Lester and Josh Beckett threw well; it was the lack of hitting and run production that did the Sox in.  Even after getting Victor Martinez the Boston bats were silent in the ALDS.  They do need more pitching but it looks to these eyes that another bat is a more pressing need.  That especially holds true if Jason Bay signs elsewhere.

Speaking of bats David Ortiz is already working out three days a week at Fenway in the weight room.  He knows the fans were not satisfied with his very slow start last year, either was he.  Big Papi has lost weight and is determined to make up for last year.  He also has heard the rumors that this might be his last year in a Red Sox uniform as his contract is up after this season.  He has made it clear he does NOT want that to happen and will do whatever it takes to stay here.  That means not going home to the Dominican Republic and staying here to get the work in.  Nice.

I remain in the dark as to what it is about Alex Gonzalez that Theo doesn’t like.  After returning to Boston and finally shoring up the shortstop position and hitting pretty well also, the Sox declined to pick up his six-million dollar option I guess in the hopes of signing him to a cheaper deal.  All Alex got was a maybe on a three –million dollar deal but Toronto stepped up and guaranteed it so off to the Blue Jays he goes.  Boston will have to go shopping again for a shortstop and there aren’t many good ones or young ones out there.  The best of the lot seems to be Marco Scutaro, the Jays SS last season.  I’d much rather have Alex, but what do I know? Amen.

Please visit my website at carlbeane.com and contact me at cbeane@carlbeane.com.

