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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  On this week’s menu there will servings of Red Sox, Celtics and Patriots.  Each selection will have a delicious side dish carefully prepared by Chef Beane, here we go.


We’ll begin with the Celtics, there have been countless articles written and words said about how great the 2007-2008 team is.  Current Celtic animist and former player Cedric Maxwell has stated that this team is as great as the 1986 championship team.  Not only that, but Maxwell believes that Kevin Garnett is the second greatest Celtic player EVER.  Max would take KG over Bob Cousy, John Havlicek, and even Larry Bird.  Only Bill Russell was better.  I agree that Russell was and shall always be the greatest wearer of the Green, 11 rings in 13 years is all the proof one needs.  In fact, number 6 gets my vote as the greatest player ever.  Garnett is a gifted player who brings talent and energy to the court every night, but in order to be anointed that kind of honor, you have to win something first.  If and only if the Celtics win the World Championship can the comparisons begin with any of the 16 other Celtic teams that have won.  Until that happens, they are good not great.


To the gridiron we go and after all that noise and bad press regarding Matt Walsh and his Spy gate tape, it turns out there was no such thing.  Yes, 8 tapes were turned into Commissioner Roger Goodell’s office.  There was no tape of the Rams walk through before Super Bowl XXXI.  Did that stop people from still trying to accuse New England of cheating?  Of course not.  Football scribbler from New York, Harvey Araton, thinks that coach Bill Belichick should be suspended for the entire upcoming season because of the tapes.  Harvey, if you are truly that naive to think that no other teams do the exact same thing including his precious Giants and Jets, then I’m sure you believe that Jack & the Beanstalk was recently shown on E, the True Hollywood Story.  Then of course Senator Alan Specter from Pennsylvania is like an angry dog hanging on your pant leg refusing to let go. Give it up Senator, we get it you’re an Eagles fan who thinks the whole world is conspiring against your middle of the road, not good enough to win it all football team.


Every so often the opportunity comes up to visit area schools.  I own some baseball memorabilia and I bring it to elementary schools and talk to the students from grades 3 to 5 about the importance of getting an education and top it off by showing the bats, jerseys, hats, and shoes of some very well know players.  Last week I was a guest at the Benjamin Phelps School in Agawam.  This typist was a student there from grades 1 through 4.  I really love interacting with the students and I get as much out of it as they do.  Besides the talk and the showing of the artifacts, I bring the 2004 World Series Ring and sign autographs.  I want to especially thank Mrs. Murphy who set this all up. A big thank you to the Phelps School for the invitation. The kids were excited as were the faculty.  If your school is interested in doing this either this year or in the future, please contact my website.

The Red Sox continue along at a crisp pace, still in first place in the American League East.  Don’t you admire the way Manager Terry Francona has skillfully used all the guys and gotten maximum production out of Jacoby Ellsbury and Coco Crisp?  Alex Cora came off the disabled list with a three hit game Sunday night but it came at the temporary expense of sending Jed Lowrie back to the minors.  Pitcher Craig Hansen followed him when Sean Casey also returned.  Both of these guys showed they can play in The Show, and they will be back soon.  There will be another decision made soon when Bartolo Colon joins the Sox.   Any way you slice it, the Red Sox have lots of home grown talent that should keep this team competitive for years to come.  Keep in mind that even with all their injuries the Yankees are still close.  That won’t change unless injuries change the entire complexion.  By the way recently Tim Wakefield and Mike Timlin combined to shut out the Tigers.  This was the first time two pitchers over the age of 40 had done that, pretty cool.  Amen.
Please contact me at my website: www.carlbeane.com.

