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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Since this is the week of Thanksgiving let’s all take a moment to thank God for the many blessings that we have.  Since this is a sports column, let’s take a moment to be thankful for living near the Best sports City in America, Boston, Massachusetts.



First the Boston Bruins, I know it’s been 39 years since the Stanley Cup has resided here but look at the history.  New Englanders have been blessed to see or hear about the exploits of folks from Eddie Shore to Bobby Orr.  Milt Schmidt, Johnny Pierson, Ed Sanford and so many more.  Don’t forget the “Chief”, Espo, Turk, Johnnie “Pie” and Gerry Cheevers. Rick Middleton, Terry O’Reilly, and the incomparable Ray Bourque, and the always-tough Cam Neely.  I left out plenty of guys but you get the idea.  Bruins fans are very loyal and for that you should be proud.



The Celtics have such a long hall of fame list of great players it is mind-boggling.  But start with Walter Brown who founded the team back in 1946. He brought in Red Auerbach who was a coaching genius.  Then along came Cousy, Russell, the Jones boys, Satch and Tommy Heinsohn.  Then there was Jo-Jo, Hondo, Cowens and that group.  Who will ever forget DJ, Larry, McHale, Parrish, and Ainge?  Today’s Celtics have also done well, 17 banners says it all.



The Patriots are 50 years old, and the first thanks must go to their creator Billy Sullivan, with him the rest never happens.  Sure, for years the Pats were laughed at but look at them now, a model franchise.  A tip of the helmet goes to coaches Chuck Fairbanks, Ray Berry, Bill Parcels, and Bill Belichick. Great players such as Gino Cappiletti, Steve Grogan, Jim Nance, Stanley Morgan, Mike Haynes, John Hannah. The recent stars such as Tedy Bruschi, Steve Nelson, and Drew Bledsoe and of course Tom Brady.  And lastly to Mr. Robert Kraft, well done.



The biggest thank you one would suppose would be to the Red Sox.  They’ve taken turns giving us such joy and heartbreak for 98 years.  The minus would be the bad ownership and bad teams in the 1920’s and 30’s.  But there was Smoky Joe, and the Babe, Tris Speaker and others.  Then came Bobby Doerr, Joe Cronin, Jimmy Foxx, Johnny Pesky, Dom DiMaggio, and TED.  In the 60’s it was Rico, and Tony C. The Boomer and Jim Lonborg, and YAZ.  In recent times the brilliance of Roger Clemens, Wade Boggs, Dwight Evans, Pedro, Schilling, and a Stolen Base.  86 years of shattered dreams erased.  Many cities would love to have what we have enjoyed, let’s be thankful, Amen. Happy Thanksgiving.

Please visit my website at carlbeane.com and contact me at cbeane@carlbeane.com.

