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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  The Red Sox look to be heating up a bit and the Celtics are battling with the Cleveland Cavaliers.  


The Bosox are on a 10 game road trip and in the Motor City finishing up a series with the Tigers.  Jim Leyland’s boys are still trying to find themselves.  After a terrible start, it looked as though Detroit had righted the ship.  But they again have had some problems with their pitching. The lack of consistency is really bugging the Skipper. However, that’s their problem.  The Red Sox came off a 5-1 home stand, including a return the favor sweep of Tampa Bay. Even though the weather was drizzly and cold, the bats were smokin’ and the starting pitching has been very good.

The Sox are coming off one of their best Aprils in their history.  Many fans and media were concerned that the overseas trip plus a tough week home would set the Sox behind.  HA! Instead they have shown that this team is still hungry for another World Series title.  They endured a five game losing streak which the cause was lack of hitting, not pitching.  As soon as the Red Sox returned to Fenway, the bats began to warm up to go along with the great starting pitching.  One must be impressed with the efforts of Daisuke Matsuzaka, Josh Beckett, and Tim Wakefield.  It would be ok to be positively giddy over what Clay Buchholtz and Jon Lester have done.  If they can find the elusive butterfly called consistency most of the time, these young pitchers are going to be huge.  Don’t forget that young Justin Masterson is looming on the horizon.  Some final thoughts, I do like Coco Crisp as a player and as a person BUT friends, the debate is over.  Jacoby Ellsbury needs to be in the lineup every day.  This guy is an igniter, much in the same way that Paul Molitor was.  Jacoby makes things happen. Then there is second baseman Dustin Pedroia.  His potential for a gold glove and a batting title are a clear possibility soon.  Sox fans this could be m-m-good.  

Concerns?  Oh yes, the number one overall concerns are Big Papi’s cranky right knee and the front of the bull pen.  Big Papi was beginning to find his stroke when after sliding into first base banged up that knee.  He must be careful to pick his spots when to extend himself, the team needs the Big Fella so it might be up to Terry Francona to pull the reigns in on him.  My other concern is what to do with Manny Delcarmen.  I have no faith in him whatsoever.  He has coughed up 10 runs in his last 12 1/3 of work.  Manny throws strikes, the problem is they get hit, a lot.  Don’t be surprised if this doesn’t clear up real soon, Mr. D. is on his way to Pawtucket.

The Red Sox may be moving, discussions have been ongoing between the ball club and the city of Sarasota, Florida to move their Spring Training camp from Fort Myers.  The Red Sox have an escape clause in their contract in a couple of years.   The present facility has two major problems, the first being capacity.  The Sox have sold out every game since 2003 they need a bigger place, and the second is the minor league complex is two miles away.  Not good.  Sarasota offers a larger capacity and an all in one complex.  If it is done we should know by the end of May.    

The Celtics were given a rude slap by Atlanta last week but crushed and embarrassed them in Game 7.  LeBron James and guests known as the Cavs are dueling with the green now.  Cleveland went to the Finals last year and so they have the experience of playoff competition fueled by the bitter taste of losing last year.  King James is a great player, he’s also a thug and the Celtics will be very physical with him in an attempt to get him off his game.  Even if they don’t he must get help from his teammates because LeBron can’t win the game all by himself.  This is another tough series, but I still see the Celtics winning and moving on.  Congratulations by the way to Head Coach Doc Rivers.  This is his fifth trip to the playoffs, but the first time he has advanced.  The NBA is a players league, with the athletes getting most of the attention and the glory, that’s fine but do save some for the Coach, he’s done and doing a great job.  Amen.
Please contact me through my website, www.carlbeane.com

