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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Did you hear all the fans of the New England Patriots hold their breath when Tom Brady was drilled to the turf against the Redskins?  There he was on the ground and his right shoulder kind of folded under him.  He got up but did not return for the second half and wasn’t around to answer questions.  Thursday night the Pats play their final exhibition game in Foxboro against the New York Football Giants.  Don’t be surprised if neither Brady nor Eli Manning takes a snap.  To prove that Brady’s ok, the Pats cut QB Kevin O’Connell on Sunday.  If Tom was hurting don’t think Coach Bill would’ve done that.


On Monday, Tedy Bruschi announced his retirement from the NFL.  The 13-year linebacker is no dummy.  He saw that his playing time would be reduced and he was being relegated to the second team.  Tedy knew that his 36-year-old body was finally wearing down.  He had a very good career, making the Pro-Bowl team once and playing in five Super Bowls winning three.  He survived a stroke in 2005 and defied the doctors and the odds by returning to the game he loved so much.  Bruschi is also a man involved in charitable endeavors plus a great family man.  Great job number 54, have a great rest of your life.


Now the Red Sox, did you see that Daisutke Matsuzaka got lit up over the weekend in New Hampshire?  It was brutal.  He might not be back this season at all.  But how about Paul Byrd? He was sensational last Sunday in out dueling the Jay’s Roy Halliday.  Nice.  Also Billy Wagner can still bring it at 90+ mph from the left side.  The Sox bullpen is ready for the playoffs.  Winning the division title means very little and does not guarantee success.  If it did, the Atlanta Braves would have about ten more Rings than the one they earned.  The secret is just get into the extra season and spent the last two weeks of the regular season setting up your pitching rotation.


Anyone who stills thinks Jason Varitek hasn’t been useful for Boston, remember that his blocking the plate on Travis Snider of Toronto last week won the game.  Victor Martinez would have never made that play.  Give the captain his due, he has not hurt the Sox this year at all, and I hope he returns for one final season in 2010.  Amen.

Please visit my website at carlbeane.com and contact me at cbeane@carlbeane.com.

