The Beanepot Vol T-73


Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Red sox Nation had been waiting to see if Theo Epstein would pull the trigger on a big trade.  He didn’t disappoint as catcher/first baseman Victor Martinez trades his Indians war bonnet for a pair of Carmine Hose.  Too early to see how all this will work out, but something had to be done to wake up the bats and V-Mart is the guy to do it.  This trade was at minimal cost with the biggest name being Justin Masterson, a good pitcher and a great guy.  The guys really hated to see him go, but as Tom Hagen told Sonny Corleone “It’s not personal Sonny, it’s just business.”


It’s a good move because if David Ortiz has another slump (or legal issues), if Jason Bay signs somewhere else via free agency, Victor will be the center piece of the lineup if he isn’t already. However it does present some potential problems with other players.  Having Martinez in Boston will mean reduced playing time for Mike Lowell, and Jason Varitek.  It could also impact Kevin Youkilis to a lesser degree.  The good thing is that Terry Francona’s line of communication is in good working order and if there are problems, he will adjust as needed not to sooth egos, but for what’s best for the Red Sox.


Now onto Big Papi, testing positive for PED (performance enhancing drugs) will be a problem he must address and quickly.  He may have done this already.  The what, where and when all must be answered but he certainly has stuck his foot in his mouth earlier in the year when he claimed not to have done this.  Yes, it was 2003, and what he may have taken was legal in the Dominican, but that still in the eyes of some make him a cheater.  We need to wait until all the facts are in before declaring a verdict. How about the unethical lawyers who release some names for their own gain?  Terrible.  And boo on the New York Times that once was so respected, now is nothing more than the rich folks National Enquirer.  ALL the names should be released and let’s go already.  We baseball fans have had enough of this.  There was supposed to be confidentiality regarding the testing.  You can be sure that the next Collective Bargaining Agreement will be nasty.  The players will never trust the suits again, and I don’t blame them.


I don’t know how you feel but John Smoltz is running out of chances with me. His last start was the worst one yet.  Other than Josh Beckett and Jon Lester, the Red Sox do not have a starting pitcher that can guarantee 6 innings or more.  When Tim Wakefield returns that will be a help, but other guys must step up.  Speaking of stepping up someone must fill the void left by Masterson’s departure and don’t suggest Manny Del-Useless.  Amen.

Please visit my website at carlbeane.com and contact me at cbeane@carlbeane.com.

