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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  We begin with belated congratulations to Jim Rice on his induction into the Baseball Hall of Fame.  Jim Ed spoke about family, hard work, being the guy who followed two legends in left field and played their entire careers for Boston.  He played hard, he hustled and he played clean.  Two nights ago the Red Sox retired number 14 and now joins numbers 1,4,6,8,9,27, and 42 in right field.  Well done Mr. Rice.


Last Saturday in Cooperstown Henry Aaron spoke about those who have cheated the fans, the game, and those players who came before the current gang of cheaters.  Mr. Aaron never named any names, but we all knew whom he was talking about.  Henry said in a firm tone, “It is impossible to get BETTER and hit more home runs from age 32 to 39 without help.” I wonder if Barry Bonds and Mark McGwire cared, probably not.  If the cheaters are proven guilty and the new generation writers who vote on candidates for  the Hall of Fame think that stats is all that matters, many inductees will walk off the stage in protest.  Election of those who cheat is a slap in the face of those who did not. A cheater should never be rewarded for doing so.


The questions on Red Sox fans mind are will Theo make a big trade (if he hasn’t already) and what about John Smoltz.  He has struggled to be sure however Theo Epstein and Terry Francona still believe in him.  I’m not as strong in that belief as they are but I will defer to them because they know more about Smoltz than I.  They know much more about their guys and the game than all of us.  So for now Smoltz remains, but on a slightly shorter leash.


Hey Red Sox fans, do you have a room or garage, or even a barn that needs a make over?  Ran into a friend of mine at Fenway the other night. Her name is M.C. Lamarre and she does custom murals.  Her best work is not just the Green Monster but also the entire ballpark on a wall!  Her artistry is absolutely spectacular.  M.C.’s motto is Have brushes will travel.  See her work on the Internet her website is www.mclamarre.com.  Amen.

Please visit my website at carlbeane.com and contact me at cbeane@carlbeane.com.

