The Beanepot Vol T-61


Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  We are all very aware of two of Baseball’s super stars in the news again for all the wrong reasons.  The two names are Alex Rodriguez and Manny Ramirez.  A-Roid is already accused of using steroids, which he admitted to while playing for the Rangers.  Now there is a book out that accuses him of not stopping while with the Yankees but beginning to cheat while still in high school.  The book also delves into the bad relationship Alex has with his father and this obsessive need to please people.  He MUST be the center of attention for eternity in Major League Baseball so it is suggested that he’s using stuff to re-write the record book for all time hits and home runs.


The case of Ramirez is even more baffling.  An immense talent with the brain of a bar of soap, he has just about ruined his Dodger years after being there less than one complete season.  He has pleaded guilty and is currently serving a 50 game suspension.  This might explain his scream fests at times with players and his assaulting traveling secretary Jack McCormick while still a Red Sox in Houston last year.  The bottom line is the Manny being Manny stuff wasn’t cute; it was perhaps someone who was cheating.


The question is why do players of such huge talent be so willing to cheat the game, the fans, and themselves out of a possible election to Cooperstown?  I believe that the answer at least in part is this.  Baseball more than any other game is filled with numbers.  Players don’t use stuff in hopes of winning a championship, after all most of them do not.  The reason is STATS.  If a player achieves a memorable statistic in home runs or victories or batting average, he’ll be remembered forever.  Stats mean being a superstar; being never forgotten even after the career is over.  Example; Barry Bonds admitted that he was jealous of all the attention Mark McGuire and Sammy Sosa were getting so he cheated.  He’s not the only one but if none of them ever got caught, they would still be doing it now, what a shame.


My advice to kids who want to learn more about baseball, appreciate all the more what guys like Roberto Clemente, Ted Williams, Joe DiMaggio, Wille Mays, Mickey Mantle, Stan Musial, Henry Aaron and so many others did and do to this day.  They played hard, they played fair, and they played clean.  Shame on you A-Cheat, and Manny being Dummy.


A quick word on the passing of Dom DiMaggio last week; he was a fine man and a great ballplayer.  Wouldn’t mind the Red Sox putting number 7 up there with the other greats.  Amen.

Please visit my website at carlbeane.com and contact me at cbeane@carlbeane.com

