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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  It will be another two weeks before the baseball season starts and the injury bug has already struck.  Among those bitten are Chipper Jones with a strained oblique and Alex Rodriguez with his labrum injury, which will certainly put a crimp in the Yankees plans.  There have been other medical problems to other players as well but the ones we are most concerned about are conditions of shortstop Julio Lugo and second baseman Dustin Pedroia.

The middle infielders are often the lifeblood of the team diffusively. Dustin is a victim of his own aggressive mindset.  He worked his tail off in preparing for the World Baseball Classic.  Why?  Because that is the only way “Pedey” knows how to play.  No shortcuts, total effort to show the world what kind of player he is and that he will not rest on what he’s done.  He feels he has lots more to do. However, it appears he did too much too fast in the weight room.  He felt a twinge during the game against Puerto bRico, then again in the batting cage.  What he felt was a twinge in his left oblique muscle.  He told his batting coach Reggie Smith about it and Smith said shut it down.  He was looked at by the Team USA doctor and was sent back to Ft. Myers.  The Red Sox told him to take it slow for a few days and he’ll be fine. Good.


The other issue is with Lugo.  He was having a great spring; getting base hits, stealing bases and zero errors. He was certainly giving Jed Lowrie a run for his money.  Then a few days ago the left knee was giving him trouble.  Dr. Thomas Gill examined him and some torn cartilage was found in his knee.  He will have surgery on the knee and will be back in May, also good.


Recently the NHL General Managers had their annual meetings and once again the subject of fighting came up.  There are some GMs who want it banned.  I’ll say it again, leave the NHL alone; if you remove the physical play and the intimidation factor and that includes fighting, then stop calling it hockey and rename it for what it would become, the Ice Capades.


Were you, like me, in watching the six overtime classic between Syracuse and UConn?  That was amazing.  I didn’t know which team to root for due to not being a fan of either Jim Calhoun or Jim Boeheim.  It surely was exciting though wasn’t it?  Amen.

Please visit my website at carlbeane.com and contact me at cbeane@carlbeane.com

