The Beanepot Vol T-51

Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  It is very sunny and warm here in tranquil Ft. Myers.  The Red Sox are quietly getting ready for the season opener on April 6th against Tampa Bay.  More on that later, I would like to begin on another topic.

In this space we’ve aired many complaints against athletes who are spoiled, nasty, cheaters, and rude.  Here is a wonderful change.  Recently at a high school boy’s basketball game in Madison H.S. in Milwaukee a player named Johntell Franklin lost his mom to cancer.  On the day she was buried there was a game and his coach Aaron Womack Jr thought that Franklin would be absent but Johntell showed up in the second quarter and wanted to play.  Problem, since his name wasn’t in the scorebook the team would be called for a technical foul.  Dekalb coach Dave Rohlman had no choice but to accept the technical.  He told his shooter Darius McNeal to go to the free throw line and McNeal missed all three shots ON PURPOSE.  He later said it was the right thing to do.  Correct.  Compassion and sportsmanship all mixed into one beautiful gesture, very cool.  After the game these rival schools shared a pizza dinner together and showed the world that sports can be a fabulous vehicle to give life lessons, this was beautiful.

Spoke to several players last week at Ft. Myers and had a nice conversation with pitcher Jon Smoltz.  He revealed that if his life depended on it he could pitch next month.  He understands that the Red Sox policy is to be very careful with players coming back from injuries and he appreciates it.  Smoltz also said even though he’s had a great career it is nice to be wanted by a first class organization like the Red Sox.  He’s going to be a huge help to the club especially in the second half.

First observation here at Red Sox camp is this: This is a team that expects (not hopes) to win the World Series.  They must stay healthy of course, that is the most important thing and if they do they feel they can get the job done.  This isn’t a team that will brag; they will just produce. It is a very focused squad with their mind set on one achievement and that is to win their 8th World Series.  

R.I.P. Paul Harvey.  Amen.

Please visit my website at carlbeane.com and contact me at cbeane@carlbeane.com

