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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Volume one of Red Sox-Yankees 2008 is in the books and let’s discus Bill Buckner.


The first Red Sox – Yankee series is in the books with Boston taking two out of three games.  Weather was certainly a factor on Saturday and Sunday, but the Bosox got the wins.  The significance is not that much really with both teams having issues and injuries.  The Bombers did not have Derek Jeter in the lineup, the first games he has missed at Fenway Park since 1996.  Also Jorge Posada was ailing with a tired right arm, and backup catcher Jose Molina was injured in the Sunday night game.  For the Sox, David Ortiz is in a terrible slump, and Mike Lowell is on the disabled list.  So the impact is minimal except that it’s always better when the Red Sox win a series, so that was good.
Now let’s move on to Bill Buckner’s emotional return to Fenway Park on Opening Day.  This was kept under wraps by the ballclub so tightly that I was not told he was coming until 90 minutes before the ceremonies began.  The reason was because Bill was very apprehensive about coming out fearing an awful reception from the crowd.  When he came in from left field very slowly due to very bad ankles, the polite applause got warmer and longer.  The fans stood up and the applause became an ovation lasting over 3 minutes.  It was warm, loving and forgiving, and long overdue.
Most but not all Red Sox fans over the last 20 years have blamed Bill Buckner for the Red Sox losing the 1986 World Series to the Mets.  True he made a ghastly error allowing Ray Knight to score the winning run on a Mookie Wilson grounder.  But it was Game 6!  Unless the rules have been changed, it takes 4 victories to win the Championship.  Boston had a 3-0 lead through five innings and could not hold it.  Almost all the blame for the series loss has been put on Bill’s shoulders.  That is wrong.  There were several guilty parties in the loss.  Let’s start with the truly reprehensible manager of the team, John McNamara.  A humorless bloke who drank too much and was lacking in game management, this is the guy who has lied for two decades about Roger Clemens.  He claimed the Rocket asked out of Game 6 because of a blister.  Since it sure looks like Roger was willing to use drugs to keep pitching, does it make any sense that he would quit during the biggest game of his life over a blister? NO.  Pitching Coach Bill Fischer also said that Clemens did not ask out of the game, so Johnny Mac lied.  McNamara was out managed by Davey Johnson, hardly a genius himself.  Does Johnny Mac get booed?  He does not.  How about Bob Stanley who’s failure to get the final outs set up the whole Buckner mess?  Does he get booed?  No again.  Lastly there is Calvin Schiraldi, the closer at the time who failed miserably in both games 6 and 7, and was out of baseball 2 years later.  If any player should be blamed, it is he.  But he gets a free pass too, why?
Bill Buckner over the years has had to endure the nastiest of comments from “fans” including death threats to himself and his family.  He had to relocate to Idaho, his life has been a living hell.  It wasn’t right.  We in the media were just as nasty, fanning the flames over and over again to get our own jollies.  I was guilty of the crime just as much as TV, radio and the newspapers. I am sorry for my stupid behavior as all the media should be.  Opening Day was truly a heeling for a good athlete and a good man.
Have an important announcement here:  there is a 4 year old girl who lives in Southbridge, Ma by the name of Calissa Ferchske.  She has been diagnosed with leukemia and the family is in need of our help.  There will be a fund raising event at the Polish Club in Southbridge April 25th at 7 pm.  The Club is located on Main Street.  Ticket donation is $15.00 and there will be prizes, food and music.  If you would like more information please call 413-627-5021.  The Southbridge Credit Union also has set up a fund if you would like to contribute to the Calissa Ferchske Fund.  Please, if you can, help this family deal with this awful situation.  Pray.  Amen.
Feel free to contact me at my website: www.carlbeane.com.

