                                             The Beanepot Vol T-44


Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot. The Red Sox have made some additions to the club; let’s take a quick look at what Theo Epstein has done.


While the Yankees successfully invaded the free agent market, Boston went in a different direction. Theo’s thought process was that in mid season teams look for pitching and are forced to pay a very steep price for it in terms of dollars and/or prospects.  Also a plan had to be in place to give Mike Lowell an occasional day off.  Kevin Youkilis can play third base just fine, but who plays first?  Answer was to re-sign Mark Kotsay as that fill in and fourth outfielder, problem solved.  By signing John Smoltz, Takashi Saito, and Brad Penny the team is willing to take the risk due to past medical issues but money wise they are great deals.  If these guys come through Boston will be in great shape particularly in the bullpen.  In addition to Kotsay, Rhode Island native Rocco Baldelli is also on board.  He will be the first option on fourth outfielder playing time and has a good arm and a potent bat.  Doctors seem to think that they have a much better way to treat Baldelli’s illness.  A healthy Rocco would be a huge help.  I’m still hopeful of a Jason Varitek return.  Are you already looking forward to the baseball season?  Me too.


The NFL playoffs carry on and I will stick by my prediction that the Eagles would be in.  One year ago all those questions about Eli Manning had been answered with his performance during last year’s regular season, Super Bowl win, and this season.  However, his awful effort in the loss to the Eagles on Sunday will bring back all those questions again.  Note to Assante Samuel: If you caught the interception bound pass for you in last year’s Super Bowl, the Patriots would have been champs.  Chump.


Lot’s of questions about the Celtics recent slide continue.  These eyes view it as get Rajon Rondo back on track.  He goes through this brain dead phase every year.  When it happens it throws everybody else off.  Time for Doc Rivers to operate on his young point guard and get him back on track very soon, this isn’t about losing James Posey it’s having their point guard with his body on earth and his head on Mars.  Come back Double R, we miss you.  
Congratulations to Red Sox outfielder/DH Jim Rice on his belated election to the Baseball Hall of Fame  The next retired number we'll see in right field will be his # 14.  Well done.  Amen.

Please visit my website at carlbeane.com and contact me at cbeane@carlbeane.com

