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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Kudos goes out to the winter sports teams for their regular season success, and the Red Sox may have some pitching problems.


First, the Boston Bruins, they certainly had an up and down season but in the final analysis were able to fight their way into the playoffs.  They will face their old nemesis, Le Club de Hockey Canadien au Montreal.  On the surface this is the worst possible matchup for the B’s due to the fact that the Habs won all eight games against the Bruins.  Montreal has won the last ten meetings between the two Original Six teams.  We all know the playoff history with these two teams resulting usually in heartbreak for the Black & Gold.  Everything has happened from Sugar Jim Henry giving up a goal in overtime to oust the Bruins, to the infamous “too many men on the ice” penalty at the Forum with Guy LaFleur scoring the winning goal on the power play.  Then there was the 1971 horror show starring rookie goalie Ken Dryden, who stopped Phil Esposito, Bobby Orr, and the rest of the big, bad Bruins who should have won three Stanley Cups in a row during that stretch.  There was a respite for awhile when the Bruins would beat Montreal, but the same old song returned in the early in the 21st century with the Canadiens routing the Bruins three straight years, last time in 2004 with Boston blowing a three games to one lead and missing the playoffs ever since. If the Bruins want to win back their fans then they must beat the Habs and win this playoff series, if they don’t then it’s the same old story.  Can the Bruins do it? I’m voting no.

The Boston Celtics continue to impress their fans and hopefully the NBA has finally got it that the Celtics are back.  The best team in the league is not the Spurs, Lakers, Rockets, or Pistons.  That label rightly goes to the 16 time World Champions.  They own the best record in the league, will have home court advantage throughout the playoffs, and have taken on all comers and have defeated every other team in the NBA at least once.  They have won over 60 games this year and established the new record for biggest turn around in one year ever.  They should get to the Finals and have a wonderful chance to win it all.

Ok, the 16,000 mile trip to everywhere is over for the Red Sox and last weekend was a disaster for the Old Towne Team.  Getting swept by any team stinks but it is much worse when it is someone in your own division.  The Blue Jays and Frank Thomas in particular tuned up the Sox like a violin.  Before we discuss the bad stuff, here are some positives.  The starting pitching was very good and kept the team in games to give the Sox a chance to win.  Most of the time the hitting has been good, particularly from J. D. Drew, Kevin Youkilis, Manny Ramirez, Jason Varitek, and others.  Now the bad, the defense has at times been a little shaky, but the middle relief from the bull pen has at times been horrific.  I have said many times that I really like Terry Francona as the manager, but I do disagree with him about Manny Delcarmen.  I just do not see what he sees in this guy.  Delcarmen has an above average fastball and a good curve, but his location has been awful.  Frank Thomas schooled him two days in a row with big hits including a grand slam in Toronto.  Right over the middle of the plate with The Big Hurt’s eyes bugging out seeing the tasty pitch his way and pounding it.  If the roof had been open the ball might have struck the CN Tower next door.  Hey Manny, I realize the idea is to conclude an at bat in as few pitches as possible, BUT not have people in the stands injured after they hit a rocket into the stands.

The Opening Day at Fenway Park ceremony was wonderful.  As usual the ownership wanted to include and embrace the other sports teams having them share the love.  It was cool to have the Boston Pops perform live in centerfield, the fly over by the United States Air Force and of course the banners, World Series Champs flag on the flag pole and the Rings.  It was an honor for this typist to be a part of this and everything that has gone on for the Red Sox over the past 5 years.  I’m still pinching myself to have this job as year 6 begins. Cool.  Amen.
Please contact me through my website: www.carlbeane.com.

