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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  News item: athletes in trouble with the law, who’s to blame?  The simple answer is to say the accused party is entirely at fault, but it is my belief that all of us share the responsibility; sports fans, media, the teams and society at large. 
From the time a kid shows some special athletic ability their life changes.  Tell me if your high school class had two famous people - the person who found a cure for cancer or say Tom Brady, which one gets more attention?  Just because one has a special gift from God to throw, kick, hit, or shoot a ball or puck we make them heroes.  Ask most young people who their role models are and they will name a jock at or near the top of their list.  They get special treatment, dinners and drinks and even drugs are provided.  So are cars, girls, jewelry, and lots of bling.  Why? Because people want to hang out with them, they are cool and they want to be cool as well to the point where bad behavior is excused constantly.
The New York Football Giants are dealing with such a situation now in wide receiver Plaxico Burress.  Last week he was carrying a concealed weapon and shot himself.  Did he have a permit?  No.  If he is found guilty he should go to jail, as should Antonio Pierce who tried to hide the gun.

The fact is we all have played a part in enabling players into this sort of superior attitude and someday soon I hope that the four Commissioners of the major sports will put stronger language in collective bargaining agreements to provide a code of behavior that includes banishment from the game if a player is guilty.  Does it sound tough?  Well, if you or I did some of the things these guys have done we would have been fired from our jobs and sent to the sin bin.  Same should apply to the athlete.  They have a gift and should be held to a higher standard of conduct, and we have to stop excusing that just because they hit lots of home runs.  Hey Manny of the Dodgers, I’m talking to you and the fans who didn’t want him gone even after he quit on the team.  These guys are influencing our children, isn’t that reason enough to get involved?  Amen.
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