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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  The Patriots had a game for the ages last Thursday night didn’t they?  It proved that once again, Bill Belichick is a genius by sticking with Matt Cassel instead of renting some washed out mule of an ex-quarterback.  The kid has shown us all that he is; a competent player in the NFL who will only get better when he is with another team next year as someone’s starting QB.  The pass he threw to Randy Moss at the end of regulation to tie the game was well, Bradyesque.  It was perfect.  It topped off a great drive only to see it all end on a field goal in overtime.  Let’s talk about that.

Having overtime is the NFL’s attempt to satisfy America’s lust for having a winner of a game.  But I believe the system is flawed.  There should be a way to quench the thirst in a more equal way.  I would propose this, play a 10 minute quarter and give each team 2 timeouts.  That should be enough time for somebody to score.  If at the end of the 10 minute period the game is still tied, then you have a tie.  As it is right now, if sudden death ends in a tie that’s it.  How does that sound to you?


If there was a reason for New England losing the game, I’d say the biggest one was the loss of linebacker Adalius Thomas.  There were plays on his side of the field that would not have been as successful if he’d been out there.  He’s gone for the year due to a broken arm.  There have been so many injuries this year, but despite this, Coach Belichick has found replacements for all except for Thomas.  Must give Brett Favre credit for that 7 minute plus drive late in the game, very well done.  The Jets will be tough the rest of the year no doubt, but the Pats will still show up and give it their best.


        There is still nothing new to report regarding the status of Jason Varitek.  His agent Scott Boras has been silent after he stated that he was looking for "Posada money for Tek as a starting point.  I do know this; the Red Sox very much want to have Tek behind the plate and are still hopeful a deal can be struck.

 

    The American League Most Valuable Player will be announced this week.  Dustin Pedroia is certainly in contention.  He has already won the Gold Glove for his outstanding play and second base, plus the Silver Slugger Award for his offense.  There are other worthy candidates for the MVP including teammate Kevin Youkilis.  Eagerly waiting to see how that votes goes.  Congrats to Rays third baseman Evan Longoria for winning the Rookie of the Year Award, Jacoby Ellsbury finished a distant third in the balloting.  Amen.
Please email me at cbeane@carlbeane.com and visit my website at www.carlbeane.com.

