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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  The 2008 Major League Baseball season is finally underway.  This is a season of familiar faces in the same places but also this is a time of great change.  Joe Torre is still a manager but he now works 3,000 miles away from his former employer.  Andruw Jones has left Atlanta after many years to join Torre in Los Angeles.  The Boston Red Sox are world champions again to the delight of Red Sox Nation.  With all this change there is a black cloud hanging over everything because of the scandal of cheating due to steroid and HGH drug use.  It may cost at least two Hall of Famers their legacy and reputation.

Barry Bonds and Roger Clemens are just two players that are now looked upon with scorn over the accusation of their improprieties.  For the first time in many years, both are not playing.  I suppose that could change but if they were to show their faces in uniform anywhere they would be in for a very rough time and deservedly so.  Jose Canseco now has hinted strongly that Alex Rodriguez has also had some help and if that is true this just might be the biggest disappointment of all.  This is the hand-picked keeper of the flame which is why the Yankees signed him to a long term deal.  The Yanks want A-Rod to break Pete Rose’s record of most hits in a career, plus Barry Bonds all time home run record and do it in a Pinstripe uniform.  If he were found out to be guilty, it would set the game back so far that the stink may never wash off.  There are many of us who think A-Rod is a punk, but for the good of the game let’s hope he’s clean.

Someday a book will be written on just how tough this trip to Japan was for the Red Sox.  They are in Oakland re-starting the season with the A’s.  It will take a while to get their bodies back in order to play ball.  I have firsthand experience on just how tough that trip is.  In 1988, NBC Radio Sports hired this typist to cover the Summer Olympics in Seoul, South Korea.  I was there for one month.  The flight out was not bad with two stops before arriving in Korea.  The return flight was with a charter jet and flew 13 hours non-stop back to Boston.  The very next day the American League Championship series began between the Sox and the Angels.  The first game I was ok, but in game two in the 6th inning I was so wiped out that I fell asleep in the press box.  The same thing was true for this group, David Ortiz admitted to napping between at bats in Japan, reporters were snoozing in the press box.  This is not to offer any excuses if Boston stumbles in the early go, just offerening information.

Do the Red Sox have some concerns?  They sure do and it begins with starting pitching.  There is no need to panic already about Daisuke Matsuzaka and Jon Lester.  If you believe that everyone is ready and at full steam at the start of any baseball season you are naive.  It takes about 2 or 3 weeks to get into a routine both on and off the field.  Yes, there are some indications that both have some issues.  For Lester it’s location, he MUST throw strike one and stop running up his pitch count.  He is not helping himself by being a nibbler.  Francona knows this, as does pitching Coach John Farrell, and of course Lester himself.  With Matsuzaka, his body language reveals a lot.  You see him on the mound looking around or slumping shoulders and worst of all, it affects the next couple of batters he faces which leads to big innings.  There is no doubt that he needs to recover from calls or situations that do not go his way.  Baseball is a game of failure and how one deals with it will show us how good one will be.    This is the Big Leagues and if Matsuzaka wants to be the big man, then he must get his act together and shake off adversity.  I believe he can and he will.

So even though there are some in the Nation who are ready to panic after a few games, how about feeling good that in Boston, our teams are doing pretty well?  Be glad this isn’t Chicago where the Bears, Black Hawks, Bulls, Cubs and White Sox have little or no chance of winning a championship.  You can have other cities; I’ll take the Hub any day.  Amen.

Please visit my website: www.carlbeane.com.

