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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  This column has devoted space before talking about Johnny Pesky.  It was with great pride that I had the chance to be a part of the retiring of an athlete’s number.  I’ve witnessed it before, several with the Celtics, Bruins, Boston College and the Patriots. With the Red Sox , being at Fenway, seeing  Bobby Doerr, Joe Cronin, Ted Williams, Yaz, and Pudge Fisk  being given the ultimate honor, and now number six has joined  them.  Cool.

There has been much discussion about the decision to honor numbers that way.  The Yankees the Celtics and the Montreal Canadiens have many numbers out of service and one could make an argument that some of them might not deserve it.  The simplest reason why those teams have so many, THEY WON.  The Bombers lead the parade with 26 World Championships. The Habs have 24, the Celts 17.  When you win that often you have many players who were Hall of Famers that by their play gave their fans the thrill of a lifetime.  There are some teams that have a long history but chose not to retire numbers the best example of that is the Toronto Maple Leafs.  Only in the last ten years or so have they done so.  What they did however is to assign the number 27 to their star.  Norm Ullman, Darryl Sittler just to name a couple.  The Blue Jays have had some very good players in their past and have a Ring of Honor with the players name and number he wore on display but the number is still being used.

I bring this up because in the next 10-15 years the Red sox may have several numbers that could be retired as well.  Wade Boggs # 26 is a great candidate, and if this team continues to be competitive and win championships then what about David Ortiz, or Dustin Pedroia, Kevin Youkilis, Pedro Martinez or Manager Terry Francona?  Might make for some interesting water cooler conversation.

As you read this Game One of the American League Divisional Series between the Red Sox and the Angels has been played.  If Boston is to be victorious, then it begins and ends with starting pitching.  If either team doesn’t have it, they won’t win; it’s as simple as that.  I do like the Red Sox front three of Josh Beckett, Daisuke Matsuzaka, and Jon Lester.  The Halos have had a marvelous year, but the Angels have a dismal playoff history against the Red Sox.  So the Sox are my pick.  Amen.
Please email me at cbeane@carlbeane.com and visit my website at www.carlbeane.com.

