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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  The 2008 baseball season is underway so let the games begin.  Can the Red Sox do something that has not been accomplished by a Boston baseball team in 92 years?  You are probably thinking what could that be? The answer is to repeat as World Champions which was last done during the 1915-1916 campaigns.

This will be an arduous task to be sure, gathering the muscle, the will, the ability to stay relatively injury free is a tough thing to do.  Boston will be challenged with the likes of the Detroit Tigers, Cleveland Indians, Toronto Blue Jays, and of course the New York Yankees. Don’t forget that the Angels, Mariners, plus a few surprise teams will be in the mix.  Should the Red Sox battle through all that then comes the match up with whomever the National League has to offer.

Can the Beloved Carmine Hose repeat? Yes! The Tigers and Yankees can pound the ball with the best of them, plus the Tigers have a great 1-2 pitching punch with Justin Verlander and Jeremy Bonderman, toss in Dontrelle Willis and you get the idea.  The Bronx Bombers have a new skipper, lots of hitting, and an ok 1-2 with Chin Ming-Wang, and Andy Pettitte and their tradition.  In Toronto decent hitting and Roy Holliday, not bad but it might not be enough.  The Red Sox have a close knit group that will stick by one another and are battle tested.  They have the best manager in the American League and in my view the finest manager in their history.  Terry Francona has the second highest winning percentage in the history of the ball club trailing only Joe McCarthy.  Old Marsh Joe had a three year reign; he is tied with Bill Carrigan for most championships by a Sox manager.  There are still some old timers who believe that Dick Williams was the best skipper and they would be wrong.  This is not to water down 1967 because it truly was the Impossible Dream, but he won only once, and did not go all the way, and was fired two years later.  Williams would never be able to manage today’s game or players.  His iron fisted style worked then but not now.  Francona keeps everyone involved, handles the media, the players, the clubhouse and game x’s and o’s very well.  Listen to the Bevis and Butthead callers on sports radio and many of them know nothing about the game and just like to blab on the radio.  I’d rather listen to Stewie & Peter Griffin on Family Guy than to them.

Boston has the hitting, the best 3-4 guys in baseball, make few errors, and are very good at running up a pitch count.  The mix of youth and experience is a dynamite combination.  There will and should be questions about the starting pitching until they prove themselves and that’s fair.  One cannot assume that John Lester, Daisuke Matsuzaka, and Clay Buckholtz will just throw their gloves out and win games they must prove it in battle.  Until they do over the course of 162 games make them prove that they are worthy.  If they do that then Boston should win the American League East, and I believe they will do that and more.

Hats off to the Boston Celtics winning four out of five games on the recently concluded road trip with victories in San Antonio, Houston, (breaking a 22 game Rockets winning streak) and Dallas.  The C’s swept the season series against those teams plus the Lakers.  The Green also won two out of three against the Detroit Pistons. That is impressive, but I’m hearing such things such as this is a better Celtics team than the 1986 champs with Dennis Johnson, Kevin McHale, Robert Parish, Bill Walton & Larry Bird, whoa! Can we please wait until we all find the result of this year’s season first? If and when championship banner number 17 goes to the rafters, then an accurate assessment can be made. If I had to pick my vote would go to the ’86 squad, Larry Legend would not lose, he just wouldn’t. Amen.

We welcome your comments and suggestions, please contact me at www.carlbeane.com.

