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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Tampa Bay just will not go away will they?  I just wish baseball analyst Joe Morgan would.  The Red Sox had a tough weekend in Anaheim against the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim or Feeding Hills, or Ware, or whatever their name is.  Boston is 1-5 with them this season.  Not very good at all.  Now that the trading deadline is looming over the horizon let’s ask ourselves what needs to be addressed?  The bullpen seems to be the number one issue to me.  This team needs at least one reliable guy to come in and cease to allowing inherited runners to score and then add on to the misery by giving up runs of their own making.  At the present time there is nobody, I repeat nobody that gives you the secure feeling of 1-2-3 inning over.  Even the closer, Jonathan Papelbon has been getting dinged up on a few occasions.  That cool dude is the least of the BP problems.  So what about Hideki Okajima?   He does seem to be getting things together, but can we say the same thing for Manny Delcarmen, or Craig Hansen, Javier Lopez (please don’t pitch to right hand hitters!)  David Aardsma has been ok, and Mike Timlin hasn’t had much work due to injury.  The hope is that Justin Masterson in his new role will stabilize things.  The question is do the Sox need to go get somebody to help out?

The other dilemma to some is the hope of getting another quality bat to come in off the bench and also be inserted into the lineup here and there.  Not sure if that is a big concern assuming that Big Papi is ok, so far he seems to be coming along just fine.  Please understand, this is not a panic driven column, it just spells out some possible concerns that have been voiced by a number of people in and around the game, and the team.  The Boston Red Sox are still a great team and fully capable of winning it all again but they will be challenged by the Rays and yes, the Yankees before this is all over.  May the best team come out on top, they usually do don’t they?


Joe Morgan.  This guy irritates me to no end.  I’ll give him his due as one of the best second baseman of all time.  He is sure he was, fine, but don’t leave out Roberto Alomar, or Ryne Sandberg, or Bobby Doer, or Lou Whittaker from that list.  How ESPN continues to let this lazy, unprepared, uninformed joke of a broadcast to continue to soil the airwaves is beyond me.  He loves the National League, I understand that he played in the Senior Circuit so he might feel compelled to give them an edge, but c’mon, mate.  He hates to give the Red Sox any credit for winning 2 World Series.  Mr. Morgan won two as a player with the Reds in 1975 and 1976 and wants it known how great his team was.  No argument there, the Big Red Machine was amazing.  Anytime Jon Miller brings up something about the Red Sox, Morgan dilutes it with noise trying to dismiss it as luck or the other team messed up.  I’ve watched him work, I know people who work with him and the majority opinion is that he does not study and prepare as he should and is more interested in his own agenda.  This is a guy who rails against every kind of prejudice, yet he pollutes the air with his own vitriol on a regular basis.  Give it a rest, Joe, in fact take a permanent vacation in the National league city of your choice, just go.

Just a thought, since Jackie Robinson was honored for his contributions to baseball as he should have been, by retiring number 42, how about doing the same for Babe Ruth?  Put number 3 up there too, no one else, just those two numbers,  No player did more or will ever come close to matching what those men did.  Amen.
Comments?  Please contact me through my website: www.carlbeane.com

