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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Red Sox fans must be feeling pretty good right now with their beloved team back in first place in the American League East Division.  Tampa Bay is going through their first crisis and now they need to find out if they can survive and how to survive it.  Joe Madden is a very good manager and will steer his troops in the right direction.  There is no doubt that the Rays are for real and they are the team right now that the Yankees fear due to the fact they, not Boston, are the first team standing in their way of moving up.  Tampa Bay has worked so hard to build up their confidence and fan base and they do not want it all to go away half way into the season.  Their five game lead over the Red Sox disappeared in less than a week’s time when Cleveland swept them on the road while the Bosox took care of Baltimore at Fenway.  So let’s examine the Red Sox after playing 97 games of the 2008 season.

Considering the early start to the season, enduring Japan, the west coast, plus a stop in Toronto, then finally home to face Detroit and New York they got off to a decent start. While they were playing ok, there did seem to be something not quite right.  David Ortiz was still trying to find his stroke, and Josh Beckett wasn’t the dominator he was last year.  He was winning but it just didn’t feel right.  It did take a while to get it going but still, after the first month, they seemed to be right in the thick of things.  Same with the month of May, but again, while Big Papi was starting to hit Manny was on and off, perhaps due to chasing career home run number 500.  The Rays swept them in Florida and gave themselves a big boost of confidence.  Nobody could figure out why the team that performed so well on the road last year was having big trouble this year.  Good thing for the Sox that Fenway Park was their haven.  The Sox have been dominant at home.


Now comes June and David Ortiz is out of the lineup with a wrist injury and there was worry as to who would produce at the plate?  Here comes J. D. Drew to have the month of his life, hitting more homers than he had all of last year in one month!  He was leading the hitters but who would lead the hurlers?  The answer came from the strong left arm of Jon Lester, who threw a no-hitter and took charge every five days.  His story is nothing short of remarkable.  This team is back in first place and with the fact that they will be getting Ortiz back, rested and healthy, and the continued great play from Mike Lowell, Dustin Pedroia , and others will be in it the rest of the way.  The Red Sox have some big advantages going into the second half, beginning with that they have just 65 games left beginning Friday night, that there will be no longer road trips after this one, there will be more days off, and they will be home more than away.  Besides the return of David Ortiz, Bartolo Colon should return, and he was a big help earlier in the season.  Justin Masterson will fortify the bull pen and there is always the experienced leadership of Terry Francona.  I like their chances, yes I do.

Now a word to those fans who are of the opinion that Jason Varitek has had it.  You could not be more wrong about this.  Understand this please, his primary function is to handle the pitching staff and control the game.  Any hitting he does is a plus.  Let me give you an example.  Back in the 1970’s the Orioles were a great team and their shortstop was a skinny kid from Pittsfield named Mark Belanger.  “The Blade” as he was called could really pick it at short, but would hit about .210 to .225 for the season.  Yet no one ever thought he should be traded due to a lack of hitting, one could see the plays he would make and put up with the lack of offense.  True, he had a couple of years when he hit better but mostly he was in the .200’s most of the time. Belanger and Brooks Robinson solidified the left side of the infield without question.  With Tek, fans don’t pick up on the pitch selections he makes, the studying of hitters AND of his own pitchers; all kinds of different types from the power guys like Beckett and Papelbon, to the youngsters like Lester and Matsuzaka.  He is solid and he is a leader, and if given the choice I’ll take the great work he does behind the plate over a lack of hitting any day.  If fans don’t recognize the true value of Jason Varitek, then one needs to take a much closer look at the total package, not just the batting average.  Amen.
Please contact me at my website: www.carlbeane.com.

