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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  This typist had the fabulous experience of spending two days at one of the most wonderful places on earth, Cooperstown, New York at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum.  I’ve made the pilgrimage several times as a youngster and as an adult.  Every time I go there I am fascinated with the place.


It used to be a crowded, stuffy place.  It had all the mementos but it was lacking a connection between history and the fans.  It has that now and one can feel the presence of The Babe, The Mick, The Splendid Splinter, Jackie Robinson, “Cool” Pap Bell, Yaz, Ty Cobb, Roberto Clemente and so many others.  There’s “Candy” Cummings, from Ware, Massachusetts, the inventor of the curve ball.  Then there is Effa Manley, the only woman in the Hall of fame gallery.  She owned the Newark Eagles from 1938 to 1948.  She and her husband ran it together until he died in 1946.  She was also the treasurer of the Negro Leagues.  

The Hall also honors women in baseball through the years, as well as stars of the Negro Leagues and the Latin contribution to the game. In all there are 295 members who have their plaques in the Gallery.  When you count how many players have put on a uniform, or were an executive, or umpire, that’s about 1% of all that played or worked in this game, amazing.


There is one other feature that is so near and dear to me.  There is a short film called “The Baseball Experience”.  It opens with Bob Sheppard welcoming everyone in the room that has stadium seats and a replica pinwheel scoreboard like the one at Comiskey Park in Chicago.  After Bob fades out one hears the voices of 10 Public Address Announcers welcoming fans to different ball parks.  The voice that follows Mr. Sheppard is mine.  To be included in such select company is an honor I can only thank God for.  I must admit I get chills every time I hear it.  A kid from Agawam has his voice in Cooperstown, WOW!

If you love baseball and you’ve never been to Cooperstown I urge you to make the trip.  From Western Mass it’s about a 3 to 4 hour drive.  If you have visited go again.  They’re always improving and changing things around.  It is a lovely quaint village that is pure America.  It is special, it is baseball, it is The Hall of Fame, and you’ll love it.  Amen.

Please contact me at my website www.carlbeane.com or email me at cbeane@carlbeane.com.

