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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot. Let’s have some discussion about Manny Ramirez. First he was dead wrong putting his hands on Jack McCormick, the Red Sox traveling secretary.  You heard the story Manny wanted some extra tickets for a game in Tampa Bay and asked McCormick to provide them.  It is one of the many functions of the traveling secretary along with making all the arrangements for hotels and other thing the players and coaches may need while on the road.  Every player is allotted 2 tickets for every game and should they need more than the usual procedure is to ask teammates if they are using all of theirs.  Whatever the reason, Manny asked Jack for tickets and Jack said he might not be able to accommodate him.  Manny then shoved McCormick to the floor of the clubhouse and shouted “Do your job!”  The next day after much discussion in the papers and the talk shows, both sides said it was behind them and that’s it.  Fine, for them, not to me.  Ramirez should have been fined and maybe he was he also should have been suspended.  ONE DOES NOT PUT THEIR HANDS ON ANOTHER EMPLOYEE.  I don’t care who he is, and the ball club should’ve taken a stronger stand against Ramirez.  I guess you put up with his antics when he’s hitting but guess what?  He isn’t.  I will say this; I’m pretty sure Manager Terry Francona quietly took Manny aside then beyond the ears of others and aired his butt out good.  Tito knows this stuff doesn’t fly and it shouldn’t.

Here’s another thought, if number 24 remains in this slump much longer, how about taking him out of the number four spot in the batting order and putting Mike Lowell there?  Hit Manny fifth if you want then put him back when he gets his stuff together.  If the Red Sox pick up Manny’s options and sign him to a new deal, (and I believe they will) let him know that the cleanup spot is not guaranteed, if you produce, ok but if not,oh well.


We’ll always give Manny Ramirez some slack because he has had a marvelous career with more to come however it does appear enough time has passed that strongly suggest that the big numbers he has come up with may be a thing of the past.  We always are told that sports is a business, well then Theo should think long and hard about going any further with Manny past the 2 year option.  He has said he wants to play 6 more years ok then prove to me that your home runs will start to show up again, and why are you taking more pitches than you used to, and finally Manny, why are you striking out so much especially called third strikes?  He is not getting blown away by pitchers throwing a 95 MPH fastball; guys throwing 88 to 90 are whiffing him.  By the way, Julio Lugo can leave at any time and I’ll gladly help him pack.   We knew he was going to make errors, but not this many.  He was supposed to be a good hitter and he isn’t.  But what really bothers me is that for a guy with decent speed, he has terrible base running instincts, he gets bad jumps when attempting to steal, and he doesn’t seem to know when to advance on a hit or fly ball at times.  He is in my opinion a very poor situation batter and base runner.  Hey Theo, send Julio back to the schoolyard, say hi to Paul Simon, and bring me another shortstop via a deal, or bring up Jed Lowrie. Enough is enough and take Javier Lopez with you.

Last but certainly not least Mr. Epstein, get some experienced bull pen help, please? If the Boston Red Sox are going to get into the post season, there are some needs that should be addressed.  This is still a good team, the defending World Champions, we do believe, but Tampa Bay is for real and threatening to put everybody else in their rear view mirror.  They want to play with the big boys, and then the Bosox and the Yankees need to put the pressure on the Rays to see if they will crack.  I believe they will, but it’s time to make them fish or cut bait.  Amen.
Please contact me at my website: www.carlbeane.com.

