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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  A bit of a departure this week even though the Red Sox are in the thick of a pennant race.  This week they are playing their rivals in the A.L. East this should be fun.  Two real nice developments first Jerrod Saltalamacchia is developing into a serviceable catcher both at and behind the plate.  Second Carl Crawford’s bat has come to life.  We’ll discuss this more in a future column.


The main subject is about you & me, the New England sports fan.  We are a different breed than other fans of other teams in different locales.  In other locations fans like or love their teams but in New England fan interest borders on being like a cult.  The loyalty is amazing.  Look how Red Sox fans put up with basically 86 years of misery before their fondest wish came true.  Celtic fans waited over two decades until the Green came back to glory.  Patriot fans suffered for forty years until Tom Brady led them to the Promise Land.  And now Bruins fans have waited 39 years and may have to wait some more.  What the fans have shown over the years is that they CARE about their teams.

In other words, in other parts of the country fans might like one sport, say football; college or pro and not care about any other.  It’s not wrong, but it is different up here.  The New England sports fan wants hustle, effort, and to leave everything you’ve got on the playing surface be it grass, or ice or parquet floor.  We can tell if you are a phony and we’ll let you know it.  We appreciate an honest effort and while we love the athlete’s with superior skills, we also love the tough guy.  We loved Terry O’Reilly as much as Bobby Orr but for different reasons.  The sweet swing of Ted Williams and the don’t mess with me attitude of Dustin Pedroia. Correct?

We are New England, where nothing is easy: traffic, weather, life, you name it but that’s the way things are here, and we love our teams that reflect that New England attitude.  Amen

Please contact me at my website www.carlbeane.com or email me at cbeane@carlbeane.com.

