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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  The Rays just won’t go away will they?  The Yanks are coming, and the Red Sox bullpen has sprung some leaks.

Can it be that the 2008 Major League Baseball season is half over?  It’s true and what have we learned so far?  We know that the Red Sox are certainly in the running in their quest to repeat as World Champions and that they are playing at a pace to win 98 games.  Boston is just three games off the pace they established last season, but this feels different because other teams have improved.   Tampa Bay is right in there with the Sox and still the Rays have not made believers out of anyone but themselves.  The fans continue to stay away from Tropicana Field in record numbers except when Boston or New York pays a visit.  Joe Madden has his team playing with an urgency of not wanting to be the American League laughing stock anymore, looks like Baltimore has inherited that role.  Tampa Bay has youth, good offense, and very good pitching as we have seen this week. How they respond to big games and adversity will tell the story.  If they are able to sweep the sox in a series at Fenway, they will truly believe they have a chance.  The starting pitching will be the key, it is the reason why Tampa Bay is in the running.

The Yankees, whom the Sox will play starting tonight, seem to be coming to life a bit as well.  One has to give the Bombers credit, despite having a mediocre first half; they have not fallen too far behind.  We haven’t heard much from the Yankees except for occasional rants from Hal Steinbrenner directed mostly to his own team.  They are finally beginning to hit some, their starting pitching is better but they still have a huge problem with their set up guys in the bull pen.  They and the Red Sox have the same concerns.

Not that it is time to panic, but Boston will soon have to decide to ride the young arms in the pen or go get someone.  There is much potential in Craig Hansen, Manny Delcarmen, David Aardsma, and Hedeki Okajima.  Lately however to use a horse term, they have spit the bit.  The first three hurlers mentioned at times seem to have a clue but just as suddenly they give up a bomb.  Delcarmen has been the worst offender of that.  The other two just can’t throw strikes, put runners on base then give up a hit.  Not to panic yet, but there is concern.  Okajima is another puzzle altogether.  The young man who was so good he made the All-Star team is a guy who stands on the mound with his confidence shattered.  Last season he allowed only 4 inherited runners to score in 28 chances, this year he has allowed 11 of the last 15 runners to cross the plate.  The hitters have figured him out and he has lost the role of 8th inning set up guy before bringing in Jonathan Papelbon.  To have hitters figure out a pitcher is not a sin, it happens all time, it’s up to the pitcher to make adjustments to regain his advantage, that’s the task at hand for Okajima.  There is confidence in Francona and Theo that they will fix this, because if they don’t the Red Sox could be in for a tough battle.

Now that interleague play is over for 2008, I will say again, I don’t like it.  My biggest gripe is the nonsense over the DH.  How is it that the inferior National League gets to call the shots on this?  The DH is used everywhere else except the NL.  Why can’t the American League use the DH in all games and if the NL chooses not to use it, fine.  Please stop handing out this load of fertilizer explanation of having the pitcher hit is strategy.  What do they do when they go to the plate?  They either make an out by whiffing and looking silly in the process or deliberately making an out via the sacrifice.  Let the guys who make their money throwing a ball do just that.  There has NEVER been a pitcher in the history of baseball that was paid extra for his hitting except Babe Ruth.  Do you see any Babes out there pitching in the major leagues today?  I don’t, the only babes I see are sitting in the stands, thank you very much.

Last Sunday, June 29th was Helen Beane’s birthday, Happy birthday Mom, from your three sons, and in-laws, nieces and nephew, grandchildren and great grandchildren, and your many friends.  You are a treasure to all of us, we love you very much.  Amen.
www.carlbeane.com if you care to write me.

