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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Red Sox Spring Training has ended at City of Palms Park.  The ball club will move across town to a brand new and larger facility beginning in 2011.  What can Sox fans take out of this spring session? Please dismiss the fact they lost most of the last 10 games of the spring, it is not a factor.

The answer largely depends on what you were looking for.  Some fans think that the Red Sox should win every game and display their dominance over the rest of the American League.  Some feel that it is a time to just let the athletes develop the skills necessary to compete over the long haul.  My view, after spending five weeks in Fort Myers, is that this team will compete, they will hit, and they will defend and do it consistently.  There are some clear concerns however to some.  Is the bull pen going to do their job that it failed to do so often in 2010?  At times some of the relief pitchers have been good sometimes they have not.  Bobby Jenks for example has had mostly good outings thus far but last Friday against the Twins he got hit around pretty good.  Concerned? No.

Too many times fans forget the second word in the title of this time of year.  It is called Spring TRAINING for a reason.  There are pitchers arms to be strengthened, rediscovering the mastery of breaking and off speed pitches.  Hitters must get their timing and get used to playing under the lights, and so much more. And finally, I’m happy that Tim Wakefield is still a member of this team.

This typist has bucket loads of faith in Terry Francona, Theo Epstein and the team.  Because of the talent the team has and also after seeing and viewing many of the other teams this spring I really like the Red Sox chances.  Have some faith and patience, the rewards will be worth it.


Congratulations to the Boston Bruins on nailing down a playoff spot.  I wasn’t sure at times if they’d make it but they did.  It also demonstrates that the faith shown to Coach Claude Julien was justified.  It would be nice if the B’s finally won the Stanley Cup.  Many things would have to go right for this to happen but at least they have a shot.  The Habs are toast. Amen.

Please contact me at my website www.carlbeane.com or email me at cbeane@carlbeane.com.

