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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  The Boston Celtics have returned to their rightful place as the Champions of the NBA, and let’s discuss Curt Schilling.


The Boston Celtics historic turn around in one year is nothing short of amazing. But let’s look back when G.M. Danny Ainge made the deals to put this team together.  There were many Celtic fans who did not want to see Big Al Jefferson leave.  They were tired of seeing one collection of basketball players come and go from Boston and having Danny blow it all up and start over.  There was no doubt that the owners as patient as they were wanted to see improvement that had, up to now, not come to fruition.  Both Ainge and coach Doc Rivers were on the hot seat; another bad season and both would probably be gone.  Danny had said he had a five year plan and he was going to do something big.  He had better because his best player, Paul Pierce was running out of time in his quest for a championship.  The G.M. knew that Kevin Garnett was available but did not want to be part of a losing team again, and was ready to say no to Boston.  Finding out that KG’s childhood pal, Ray Allen was also about to be moved, Ainge had an idea, get Allen and The Ticket might change his mind, and he did.  As soon as the Allen deal was done Ainge called Kevin Mchale in Minnesota and said in the words of the immortal Monty Hall, “Let’s make a deal!”  So a five for one trade was done and Garnett was on his way to the Garden.  He brought energy, excitement and a will to make this team great.  As we all saw, this team goes from 24 wins to 66, the record road and overall record in the league, and then get past the Hawks, Cleveland and Detroit to meet the Lakers.  Game six was as about as perfect a game a team can play in the NBA, L A knew they were done in the second quarter and QUIT in the second half. There was jubilation in the Hub. There can be no question that the C’s out scored, out rebounded, out defended, out coached and out Zened Phil Jackson’s L A Fakers.  They were intimidated by the physical play from Boston.  The Celtics wiped that stupid smirk off the Lakers number one fan, see ya Jack Nicholson.


So what about the future of the 17 time World Champions?  There are 6 potential free agents that could leave, most would not be missed very much but there are 2 that the Celtics should try very hard to retain.  Those two are James Posey, and Eddie House.  But there is one more very important piece of the puzzle that might leave in a couple of years and that is Doc Rivers.  He is very much the family man, and they live in Orlando.  It could happen that after next season he may decide to go home and be with them.  His legacy is now secure in a year or two he just might want to return to Florida.

The Red Sox got some bad news regarding Curt Schilling.  He had been doing ok trying to rehab his shoulder.  He had a major setback last week and now he has shut it down probably for good.  It is very doubtful he will pitch again according to him.  If that is so then the discussion begins about his qualification for the Baseball Hall of Fame.  Is he a worthy candidate?  Depends on what criteria you go by.  There are five organizations that rate a player using a numerical system and four of that rate Schilling as a sure bet, with the other one having him fall just a little short.  His strikeout to walk ratio is outstanding, almost all the other numbers are as well along with an 11-2 post season record.  The one problem is the number of wins which is 216.  Usually pitchers need more than that to get in, with one exception, Sandy Koufax had just 165 victories before retiring in 1966, BUT in a five year span he was absolutely the best there was.  He’s in and he should be.  Let’s take another example, Jack Morris had a great career with the Twins and the Tigers and piled up 256 wins, yet he is not in, strange.  The determining factor whether Big Schill enters the Hall might come down to who his competition is, Gregg Maddox, Randy Johnson, Tom Glavine just to name a few.  It will probably be close and might not get in until his third or fourth attempt, but I do believe Curt Schilling will be in Cooperstown someday, and hey Curt, thanks for being a part of 2004.  Amen.
Please contact me at my website: www.carlbeane.com.

