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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  We begin with the Red Sox and inter league play.  I spent the weekend with the team in Cincinnati.  No matter how hard I looked, I could not find the legendary radio station WKRP, the building used for the TV show is gone, but the tower still remains.  The Reds play in a beautiful 6 year old stadium called Great American Ball Park.  This is definitely a hitter’s park with reachable fences and great sightlines.  The edifice holds about 40,000 and is right on the banks of the Ohio River.  It is also one foot from where Riverfront Stadium was.  The Reds aren’t real good, but their home certainly is, it’s clean, comfortable and the workers are very friendly and helpful, two thumbs up for the home of the Reds.  What also was very cool was the wonderful reception for Sean Casey.  He spent eight years here and was very popular, when he came up to hit on Friday night he received a very warm ovation that touched his heart.  Kevin Youkilis was positively giddy after the Saturday game in which he homered in the tenth inning to help the Sox to a 6-4 win.  He told me after the game that “I may never get a chance to ever play here in my hometown again, so hitting a home run here with lots of family watching was pretty cool.” J. D. Drew’s 11th home run on Sunday matched his entire output of four-baggers in 2006.He has had a spectacular month of June and done this with Big Papi out of the lineup, amazing. Boston took 2 out of three from the Reds, is in Philadelphia now, and then returns to Fenway to host the Cardinals and Arizona.

One of the things that crossed the minds of many in the press box is how much longer will Ken Griffey Jr. remain in Cincinnati?  The Reds are going nowhere and Junior really needs to go back to the American League to be someone’s designated hitter.  When he is finally done with baseball this will be one player whose career will be spotless.  He will have put up some wonderful numbers without HGH, without any steroids, just pure talent and much of it.  There will also be no whining from Griffey about not having hit more homers than Ruth, Aaron, Mays, or that fool in San Francisco who shall remain nameless.  Griffey has had his lion’s share of injuries that robbed him of at least four years of peak production.  In his prime he was as graceful an outfielder as Willie Mays or Joe DiMaggio, had a great arm, a fine all around hitter and great base runner.  Truly a man who could do it all, How about having him return to the Mariners?

In the Windy City a story is developing with the Cubbies.  Lou Piniella has them believing that 100 years between championships is long enough.  They are right there with the Red Sox for best home record in Major League Baseball.  The Cubs have good pitching, play good defense, and can hit a ton.  They will have to survive the next few weeks without their biggest bat of all, Alfonso Soriano.  He broke a finger when he was hit by a pitch recently.  Are the Cubs for real?  Let’s hope so, maybe we’ll see a Cubs – Red Sox World Series.  Did you know that the Cubs have never played in Fenway Park? Hmmm.

Because of the timing of when this column has to be turned in, comment on the Celtics – Lakers NBA Finals will have to wait until next week.  By the time you read this, it may already be over, or will end Thursday.  The next edition of the Beanepot will give you lots more details on why the winner won, and the loser didn’t. Amen.
Please contact me through my website: www.carlbeane.com.

