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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  The Sox continue to win without Big Papi and with Youk and Manny having a tiff in the dugout, what gives?  The Boston Celtics just might win it all.


The Boston Red Sox are back in first place after having loaned the spot out for awhile to Tampa Bay.  The Rays are a spirited bunch who will be a factor in the A. L. East pennant race.  If nothing else they will give the rest of the division trouble everywhere it seems except for Fenway Park.  For some reason, the Rays just fall apart like a stale corn muffin in Beantown.  The Red Sox on Sunday became the first team in 2008 to win 40 games and continue to have the best record at home in the majors.  What is making this run so remarkable is doing all this without David Ortiz in the lineup.  The Big Fella has a wrist injury and may not return for another two weeks.  So in steps J. D. Drew into the third spot in the batting order and he has been sensational.  He’s getting keys hits including homers, driving in runs and making great plays in the field.  The Red Sox continue to win without Ortiz, without Jacoby Ellsbury, with Dustin Pedroia in a miserable slump as is Kevin Youkilis.  They still manage to get it done with timely hitting from Drew and others plus the usual very good pitching.  It doesn’t matter if they are new kids, or old folks, the Bosox get those quality starts and are winning.

Speaking of Tampa Bay it took about one second for Coco Crisp to visit the mound with the intent of knocking out James Shields teeth.  He missed of course but the Crisper was mad about being thrown at.  He also cheesed off because Shields threw at Dustin Pedroia earlier in the game.  Out goes Coco, here comes everybody and the fat guy dance begins, all that it lacked was a square dance caller. “Grab your partner doe si doe, swing him down and punch him out, shave and a haircut, 2 bits!”  Later in the same game a NESN camera caught Kevin Youkilis and Manny Ramirez acting like hockey players in the dugout.  Here’s what happened.  Youkilis is a real intense guy and he hates it when he strikes out.  His reputation is a helmet smasher and stuff thrower, in fact the Red Sox used to have a punching bag down the ramp heading to the clubhouse so Youk could vent.  Well after another tirade Manny told Kevin to knock it off and the first baseman said something to Manny who responded with a backhander and a shove.  Youkilis wanted a piece of the left fielder but guys stepped in and hustled Manny to the clubhouse.  Manny was right and the guys sided with him, maybe Youk will find another way to address his anger.  In the meantime the Sox keep winning and yes, Manny and Kevin are friends again.
Can the Celtics raise banner number 17?  The Green have given the Lakers much more trouble than they expected.  The left coast was convinced that Boston couldn’t handle Showtime and that the Grand Master of Zen, Phil Jackson would coach Doc Rivers out of his sneakers.  Well, it’s Jackson who must figure out a way to get his team to rebound, get the bench involved and get some wins.  We know this the way things are now, L A will have to win in Boston, and that is never easy.

Lastly, a big hello to the students at the Clark School in Agawam.  I was honored to visit with the teachers and the kids, they had fun, and I had a blast.  Thank you Clark School.  Amen.

Contact me through my website if you wish: www.carlbeane.com.


