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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  The Ticket gets to the NBA Finals and Manny continues to be Manny as he reaches a milestone.

The Boston Celtics return to the NBA Finals for the first time in 21 years on Thursday night as they host the Los Angeles Lakers.  It was 21 years ago that these same two teams met with the Lakers winning the title.  This is exactly what the league and the national TV networks wanted to have, two of the most important franchises duel one another.  To get a closer look at the history and the matchups, let’s look at the numbers.
Overall, Boston and L A have met eight times with the Celtics holding a 6-2 advantage.  This will be the Green’s 20th appearance with 16 wins against only three losses.  There are many of us who remember the classic battles between Magic Johnson and Larry Bird, Kurt Rambis against Kevin McHale, and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and his sky hook dueling Robert Parish.  Go back further in time and one can visualize Bill Russell, Sam & K C Jones, and Tom Sanders finding ways to win their battles against Elgin Baylor, Jerry West, Rudy LaRusso, Gail Goodrich, Wilt Chamberlain, and others.  Even when the Celtics were not the best team (1969), they got it done.
The Lakers will be making their 28th appearance in the Finals.  Their record is not as good as one would think.  They have 14 flags hanging from the Staples Center rafters, but they have lost 13 times.  The fact that they have made it to the big dance that many times speaks volumes about their history and makes it a rich and solid story.  When it came to being disappointed, the purple and gold often were against Boston until 1985.  This reporter was in their locker room when Showtime finally won;  Abdul-Jabbar compared it with the 1955 Brooklyn Dodgers finally conquering the hated Yankees.  He had a wonderful perspective because he was from New York and knew about the pain of losing.  It was Magic Johnson winning again against his friend Larry Legend.  Few saw it as the end of an era as the Celtics began their 20 year slide.
Now that the history lesson is over, let’s look at these teams as they are constructed now.  You know the numbers, Boston had the best regular season record in the NBA, and the young Lakers added the one component in Pau Gasol to assist the incredible Kobe Bryant in his quest for a fourth Ring.  This is a very good young team with a bright future and must figure a way to pick apart the best defense in the NBA.  The Celtics have the experience with the “New Three”.  Ray Allen appears to have finally found his shot and is back to being a big contributor.  Paul Pierce is hungry for this and has shown the leadership necessary for this to happen.  It will be he who must try to contain Bryant so Pierce will need lots of help.  The man they call “The Ticket”, Kevin Garnett, wants to prove to everyone that he can win the big games.  His performance against the Pistons should convince most people he’s ready for the challenge.  This should be a great series, and I’m picking the Celtics in 7.
A word here about ex-NBA referee Tim Donaghy who plead guilty recently about his betting on games.  He admits to making calls that changed the outcome of games he bet on and worked in.  David Stern is the Commissioner, and I hope he isn’t naive enough to think he’s the only ref doing this.   By the way, how come none of the other referee’s noticed something was wrong?  Not one official thought something smelled bad besides their socks?  C’mon fellas either you’re all stupid, or you are covering up something.  Either way, shame on you and the entire league. This is a much bigger scandal than anything the Patriots ever did.  So why isn’t there more yappage from the national press?

Ah, Manuel Aristides Ramirez.  Saturday night punched his ticket to the Hall of Fame by drilling a Chad Bradford little league fastball into the seats for home run number 500.  It was a tremendous reaction from the thousands of Red Sox fans who were hoping to witness this historic event.  Camden Yards is in many ways “Fenway mid-Atlantic”.  The fans were happy as was the team.  Manny can be exasperating at times, but we are witnessing one of the greatest right-hand hitters of all time.  He wants to finish his career in Boston and see his number 24 up there with Ted, Yaz, and all the rest.  Theo, make it happen, re-sign the dude ASAP.  Congratulations, Manny. Amen.
Contact me through my website: www.carlbeane.com.

