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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Much space in this weekly effort has been on the subject of officiating of all sports, but especially baseball.  So it was of great interest to read the findings of an ESPN survey about umpires.  To these eyes there were no surprises.  Tim McClelland rated very high on the list, he is a very good umpire even though he likes the image of being aloof and the dog in charge.  That Jim Wolf is also very good, as is Jim Joyce.  I was a little surprised that Tim Tshida was not included in the elite class.  On the flip side C.B.  Bucknor, Country Joe West and his partner in crime Angel Hernandez were near or at the bottom.  West also owns the dubious distinction of having the most ejections by far.



The National Pastime is aware of these facts and the poor image of some of the umps and will seek a solution.  Hall of Famer Frank Robinson has been named to deal with umpire problems and will rectify the negative thoughts people may have about some of the arbiters.  Robinson was a tough ball player, manager, executive, and man.  He will fix this; he will not stand for any more nonsense from anyone.  The way things are now umpires have the job for life just the same as having tenure.  That will cease.  Robinson will make his evaluations, and if he finds that guys are still being a problem he will assure them they will soon be pounding the pavement looking for another job.



What a special moment for Daniel Nava of the Red Sox last Saturday.  Told at the last minute that he was going to be at Fenway Park, in his first at bat on the first pitch he sees, BANG! A grand Slam home run.  Good for him.  I don’t know how long he will be staying, but for the rest of his life Daniel will have that special day locked in his heart forever.  Nice story.



It there any question from fans that the Red Sox are back in the race?  They have done so without Jacoby Ellsbury and Josh Beckett.  Add those two back into the mix after the All Star break and look at what the Bosox add to their team without having to make a trade!  They are in this folks along with the Rays, and of course the Yankees.  Looking forward to a great second half of the year. 



Condolences go out to the Taupier family of Agawam.  Al Taupier lost his courageous battle with cancer.  He was a great friend to all who knew him.  Please keep his family including his bride Elaine in your prayers. Amen.

Please contact me at my website www.carlbeane.com or email me at cbeane@carlbeane.com

