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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Replay or no replay that is the baseball question.  Much has been written and said about the Jim Joyce bad call last week that
cost Tiger hurler Armando Gallaraga a perfect game.  Lots of people were screaming that the call should be changed because after all the kid did his part.  While it was a shame that Commissioner Bud Selig did not change the call in the “best interests of baseball”, I can certainly understand his reluctance to do so.  People were saying there was no precedent for this and they would be wrong.  In 1983 George Brett homered off of Goose Gossage in the ALCS.  Yankee manager Billy Martin protested that there was too much pine tar on the bat.  Home plate umpire Tim McClelland agreed and ruled Brett out, who then leaped out of the third base dugout and had a 10 star nutty on the field.  The ump was correct and thus the game was over with the Yankees winning.  However American League President Lee MacPhail upheld the protest and the Royals ended up winning the game.



It would have been nice to change the call but if they had done that how big a can of worms would that open?  There have been many calls over the history of baseball that were awful and everybody lived to tell their tales of woe.  So ok, the play stands. By the way both Gallaraga and umpire Jim Joyce handled this event they both became a credit to baseball for a long time to come.



Will there be increased usage of replay in baseball?  Sure.  The question is how to do it and what calls should be reviewed?  Balls and strikes?  Absolutely NO.  The game will take forever.  I feel that next season something will be figured out to some degree.  I want the human element to remain in the game.  Just figure out a way to help the umps get it right.  What has hurt umpires reputations over the years was and is their arrogance and wanting to be the show by being confrontational at times.  Most umps care about their work, perhaps Jim Joyce demonstrated that last week.  Amen.

Please contact me at my website www.carlbeane.com or email me at cbeane@carlbeane.com

