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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  The NBA Finals are here and for the thirteenth time its the Celtics and the Lakers.  Let the record show that Boston is 9-3 in their encounters.  Let the record also note that of the 62 NBA championships won, these two teams have won thirty-two of them, an amazing amount.  What will be the determining factor in the epic battle?  Defense and the officials.  The Lakers are not very good defensively but they are indeed a formidable foe.  The C’s play a tight physical defense and depending on who the officials are how much will be allowed.  If it’s a tightly called game it will favor L.A., if the refs let them play Boston gets the edge.  No predictions here, but I hope the Celtics prevail.

Considering how the Orlando – Boston series ended up I am convinced more than ever the NBA Commissioner David Stern has his head in the sand regarding the officials.  Example when Eddie F. Rush and Joe Crawford were working the feeling was the Magic would win, they did, when word came down who was working game 7 right away the feeling was Boston easily, and again the experts were correct.  Look, Mr. Stern your guys have agendas either give them an ethic bath, or get new officials.  The integrity of your game is at stake.

It was announced last week the baseball umpire Joe West was fined for being a part of the nonsense with the White Sox and Mark Buehrle, plus Ozzie Guillen.  Country Joe tossed both.  But a few days later it was announced that all three were fined.  Usually it is never revealed that an arbiter gets fined, why I never understood.  It should be public knowledge not for ridicule but to let the public know that when there is a problem then it is dealt with to protect the integrity of the game.  Good for MLB.

Please contact me at my website www.carlbeane.com or email me at cbeane@carlbeane.com

