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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Something very special will be taking place in Western Massachusetts in the coming weeks.  The Special Olympics will be taking place at Chicopee Comprehensive High School on Saturday May 8th.  The Special Olympics is near and dear to the people of this Commonwealth due to its founder, the late Eunice (Kennedy) Shriver. I along with many of these columns readers have a special place in their hearts for this wonderful festival.  The participants will compete in several events including the 50-meter dash, 100-meter dash, softball throw, and the 4x200 relay.  This is a day of celebration where all those who compete are winners.


Among the kids who will be giving it their all is a very cool young man by the name of Shane Fortier, who lives in Holland.   Every October for his birthday we go to Chuckie Cheese and hang out.  He beats me at every game except air hockey.  Shane has come such a long way from when he was just a little boy because he has loving parents Brian & Julie and two siblings Ryan and Corrine.  He is just the coolest.  Shane will be there ready to rock.  The Games will be having practices on May 5th, 6th and 7th from 9:15 to 10:30.  If you need more information please contact Lisa Wrenn, the creative pathways teacher/head coach at frusherL@tantasqua.org or give her a call at 508-347-7041.  Let’s give a huge thank you to the athletes and the volunteers for such a fabulous cause, Go Shane!!


Now on to other things, yes, the Red Sox are off to a very slow start.  Have you noticed however that they have several issues besides David Ortiz?  A major one is the below average effort of Victor Martinez.  He is NOT an upgrade from Jason Varitek behind the dish and I wonder if he continues to market himself as a catcher if he will remain in Boston.  The below average defense is something that wasn’t expected to be a concern, but it appears to be just that, at least for now.  Again, caution Red Sox fans, there is still a lot of time to fix everything and what ever needs to be done will be done.  There is no question the A. L. East is the toughest division in baseball. Even the lowly Baltimore Orioles would be dangerous if they had any pitching to complement their hitting.  Thank God they don’t.  Amen.

Please contact me at my website www.carlbeane.com or email me at cbeane@carlbeane.com

