                                                                              The Beanepot Vol T-11

Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  This past Monday was Memorial Day, a time to remember those who served our country in war and peace.  We pay particular attention and salute those men and women who paid the ultimate price.  To their families I say thank you.


Since the theme this week is remembering, think for a moment of how many tremendous feats we have seen in sports in our lifetime.  To the advanced in years crowd seeing Babe Ruth, or Lou Gehrig, Red Grange, Jesse Owens or a Howie Morenz and Eddie Shore perform. The slightly young group can smile and think of Joe DiMaggio, Ted Williams, Stan Musial, George Miken, Maurice Richard and Otto Graham work.  Then of course there was Jackie Robinson and Willie Mays, Mickey Mantle and Wilt Chamberlain.  Jerry West and the incomparable Bill Russell.  On the ice was Gordie Howe, Jean Beliveau, Bobby Hull and oh my Bobby Orr.

We were witness to some great teams, John Wooden’s UCLA Bruins and all those NCAA basketball trophies, Casey Stengel’s Yankees winning 5 consecutive World Series, Toe Blake’s Habs with 5 Stanley Cups from 1955 to 1960. Then there were the Celtics with Red Auerbach leading the way, nine championships in 11 years including 9 in a row. Don’t forget the Brooklyn Dodgers, who in 1955 finally beat the Yankees.

Who will ever forget the “Great One”, Wayne Gretzky re write the records book?  To see Patrick Roy set a record for most wins by a goalie?  Did we ever think that anyone would break Babe Ruth’s record for home runs in a season or a career? Not only were they broken, but the new record was smashed also.  How about the consecutive game streak of Lou Gehrig?  Cal Ripken made it happen.  Ty Cobb’s record for most hits wiped off the books by a guy who made bookmaking his downfall.  Don’t forget that some very important records were broken by people who later were accused or caught cheating.

We’ve seen some great boxers haven’t we?  Jack Dempsey, Joe Louis, Rocky Marciano, “Sugar’ Ray Robinson, Willie Pep, and of course Mohammed Ali were just a small sample of the men who loved “The Sweet Science”.


Look at the tremendous rise in women’s sports; in women getting involved with reporting sports, I tell you it is huge.  It has given many young ladies a heroine to emulate.  What’s wrong with that?  Absolutely nothing so Rock on.

Many names have been left, out and I’m sure you have your own list of athletes who were special to you.  Was it Joe Namath, or Tom Brady?  How about Gale Sayers or Yaz? Maybe it’s Michael Jordan or Larry Bird that inspired you.  Geez, it might even be the amazing tandem of Rick and Dick Hoyt.

Keep in mind that your special sports moments might be happening right now.  Look at what the Boston Red Sox have done over the past 6 years!  There are more good times right around the corner.  The New England Patriots used to be laughed at everywhere they went including their own stadium, now Spygate notwithstanding, they might be hated, but they are NOT laughed at anymore.


Sports have entertained us, filled us with pride, broken our hearts, and continues to give the best in reality TV.  It has taught us the right way and the wrong way about so many things.  It has given me a career and many more like me that continue to monitor and watch what these extraordinary people do.  

I’ve spent 35 years of my life involved in the sports business and I would not trade it for any other occupation, I thank God for watching out for me and putting this in my heart and in my life. Amen.

Please contact me at my website: www.carlbeane.com.

