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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  Tiger Woods went finally went public last week; here are some thoughts about his performance.  There are many questions still left unanswered and some of them are none of anybody’s business except his family’s.  Was he sincere?  Hard to tell when the atmosphere was so controlled.  He was very nervous and uncomfortable to be sure and sincerity rarely comes through in those circumstances.  He went the usual route, I’m sorry, got defensive, lied, and spoke of religion, and Mom.  The fib I believe was that there wasn’t some kind of altercation between Tiger and Mrs. Tiger. He needs to change but how far?  What makes him an exceptional golfer is talent, confidence, attitude and anger.  Taking that away he will not be the same Tiger, and fans want to see him play like he used to. Cynics believe he did made this public apology just to get his sponsors, his foundation, and the charities he supports back on line.  All have taken a huge hit over this.


Then there is his family. If, as he says, the media is hounding his wife and kids it should stop.  The media jackals should give them space but on the other hand Woods brought this on them by his actions. So he shares in the blame for that.  Time will tell about Mr. Woods.  I predict he will be back for the Masters.  I’m not a fan of golf so what he does I really don’t care, and I don’t think his statement and the way he controlled everything about it did him much good, move on.


I’ve often spoken about my job with the Red Sox as “living the dream.”  I’m not alone.  There is a resident of Ludlow, Ma, who’s doing the same.  His name is Eddie Kijek.  Mr. K is the head usher for the Toronto Blue Jays Spring Training facility in Dunedin, Florida.  In his younger days Eddie was a very good second baseman who idolized Red Sox Hall of Famer Bobby Doerr (good choice).  So to have a gig in baseball is wonderful.  As a people person, Kijek meets and greets the fans, and helps out everyone who may need his assistance. He’s in charge of a 14 man staff that includes some local people, Carl Dygon of Wilbraham, and Arthur Ribeiro of Ludlow. Eddie spent 40 years working for Big Y supermarkets and now keeps busy at the Palmer Big Y store as a greeter.  So he keeps doing what Eddie does best, putting a smile on people’s faces and gladdening the hearts of everyone he meets.  Rock on Mr. K.!


For the next 5 weeks this column will be coming to you from Ft. Myers, Florida reporting on the Red Sox during Spring Training.  Amen.

Please visit my website at carlbeane.com and contact me at cbeane@carlbeane.com

