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Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls, and welcome to the Beanepot.  First a huge thank you to Dave Forbes and Editor Tim Kane for adding me to the lineup of Turley Publications, now let’s get to work.


I have just returned from three days in Fort Myers manning the P.A. mike for the Red Sox who played the Orioles on Friday and the Reds on Saturday. Time has flown by so quickly, hard to believe that this is my sixth year as the “Voice of Fenway Park”. The Red Sox are moving in a timely manner to prepare for the 162 season and another run at a World Series title.  The first assignment however is to leave Florida healthy, and to make the long journey to Japan.  Daisuke Matsuzaka became a father for the second time so he will accompany the team to his homeland and will pitch in one of the four games.  Two of the games will be exhibition, the other two will start their season against the Oakland A’s.  The team will get lots of attention with Matsuzaka and Hideki Okajima getting most of it.  However the fans overseas want to get an up front and close look at Manny, Big Papi, Pap, Tek, and all the other members of the World Champions.  It will be an interesting experience for the non-Japanese players who for a while get a small taste of what Matsuzaka and Okajima went through last year.

The latest news on Josh Beckett is much better.  He has begun throwing again and reports no discomfort in his back.  He will remain in the United States while the team travels to Japan, and probably join them in Los Angeles for the last exhibition games.  He threw a big scare into everybody when his back flared up. Bartolo Colon also had a fairly good outing in his first mound appearance last week.  There was no truth to the rumor that it was not Colon on the mound but a Coke machine wearing a hat.  Overall the team looked pretty good and with health being the key should be very willing to go deep into the playoffs.

Some final notes: very happy to see Manager Terry Francona get a lucrative and lengthy contract, and I was surprised to see Doug Mirabelli released.  Tim Wakefield will now literally throw for (Kevin) Cash. Play ball!

There has been much discussion regarding players who have been or will be found out about their steroid and or HGH use.   If they are found guilty should they still go to the Baseball Hall of Fame?  To me the answer is NO.  The reason to me is because the time frame from the mid 90’s to now will forever be known as the Steroid Era.  Any accomplishment made during that time will be looked at with skepticism, how can it not be?  Let me offer this, Pete Rose has been banned from the game for life for committing the biggest sin of all in baseball, betting on games he was involved in.  It’s the biggest sin because it stains the most important part of any game; its integrity. Fans must be sure that everything is on the up and up, that the winner is determined by fair and honest competition and nothing else.  If you believe that the game has been stained by the drug use, then their sin as at least as bad as what Rose did, maybe worse.  So, you don’t let Pete in, you keep Bonds, and Roger, and Rafael Palmiero, Mark McGwire, and anyone else found guilty out.  Let’s hope the baseball writers who vote on Hall of Fame inductions have the stones to keep them out.  Shame on all of you and a very big shame on you to the Commissioner of Baseball, Bud Selig.  You know as well as I do, that if you were the boss of a 6 billion dollar industry with a scandal as big as this, you would be fired, so should Bud, and take player Association President Don Fehr with you.  Amen.

Please contact me with your thoughts or comments at www.carlbeane.com.


