                                                                       The Beanepot – final

Hello ladies and gentlemen boys and girls and welcome to the Beanepot.  In this column the subject will be comings and goings.  It’s a good week with so much activity in the sports world.  Let’s begin with the coming back, wide receiver Randy Moss turned down a better offer from the Philadelphia Eagles to remain in New England.  Moss took a big pay cut to come here in the first place and had a record setting year with Tom Brady finding him early and often.  Moss was justifiably looking for a big raise and some security.  The Eagles made a big offer but # 81 got what he wanted from Robert Kraft.  The pact is a three year 27 million dollar deal, with a 12 million dollar signing bonus, plus 15 million bucks guaranteed.  Understand that Tom Brady let his bosses know that he wanted Moss back and happy and was willing to go to bat for him to make it happen.  It did.

The Boston Celtics had two comings this week and both will be very helpful right now and at playoff time.  P.J. Brown brings his 15 years in the NBA to be another veteran voice and presence on the court and in the locker room.  Brown plays solid defense and is an efficient rebounder.  He will be a tremendous help to not just the young pups such as Kendrick Perkins and Glen Davis, but also another pair of eyes for Kevin Garnett and Paul Pierce.  The best part is that the culture around the team has changed so much.  Brown Wanted to be here, it wasn’t long ago that people wanted to leave, not any more.  Veteran guard Sam Cassell is also on board, signing his contract Monday.  He will not be with the team  for tonight’s game against the Detroit Pistons due to a death in the family.  In his youth Sam could be a trouble maker with a big ego and mouth to match.  Before he was offered a contract Pierce, Garnett and coach Doc Rivers along with G. M. Danny Ainge informed the veteran point guard exactly what his role will be.  He was told if this doesn’t work for you hit the highway.  Sam said I can dig it, where do I sign?  Cassell will be an asset to Rajon Rondo, and Eddie House.  This was another good move by Ainge.  The Celtics now have the pieces in place to make a run at the playoffs and hopefully to go deep intro them.  Interestingly enough with the improvements the Lakers have made, we could see another Boston – Los Angeles NBA Finals.  It would be just like old times.

New York Yankees Boss Hank Steinbrenner has also ready turned up the heat stoking the flames of the rivalry between Beantown and The Big Apple.  Hank decried Red Sox Nation and vowed that the Yankees would restore the universe.  Hank is serving up a piping hot shovel full of fertilizer and it’s only March.  By the way, Red Sox owner John Henry made Steinbrenner an honorary member of The Nation.  This should be a fun year for everyone, so let the games begin on the field and off.

The Boston Bruins have been playing much better lately winning six straight games before being humiliated by Washington Monday night, 10-2.  The front office decided that the chemistry was good enough between the youngsters and the veterans.  I believe that is so, but do not forget the great job Claude Julien has done as the coach.  He is the old school type, even after a win he seemed unhappy because mistakes were still made and he will not tolerate them and neither should the players.  Julien should get a strong look by those who decide on NHL coach of the year.  Claude Julien had made the team believe in itself and slowly the fans are returning to the Garden. Tres bien.

Those are the comings, here is the going.  This is the final edition of The Beanepot in the Southbridge Evening News.  The column will be appearing soon in the area so please consult my website www.carlbeane.com  for details.  In the two years that I have written this column, readers have been so very kind in their comments about the contents of the column.  For that I thank you so very much.  I also want to thank Stonebridge Press for the chance to visit with you readers every week.  A special thank you to Sports editor Sean Sweeney for believing in the column.  I fondly bid you so long and God Bless.  Amen.
